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Dear Dr Bunce 

I am writing further to my e-mail of 14 May about your request for files about 
the Black Power Movement. Your request has been handled as a request for 
information under the Freedom of Information Act 2000. We are now in a 
position to provide a full reply to your request. 

I am able to disclose some of the information that you rejguested. A 
photocopy of extracts fromiHO 376/154 and HO 376/155 i^enclosed. Names 
of persons not already in the public domain have been redacted as they are 
exempt from disclosure under section 40(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 
(personal information). 

I can also confirm that the Home Office holds further information from the files 
that you requested. However, after careful consideration we have decided that 
this information is exempt from disclosure under section 23(1) of the Freedom 
of Information Act. This provides that information can be withheld where it was 
supplied by, or relates to , bodies dealing with security matters. Please note 
however, that, in spite of the fact that both files are entitled “Black power; 
intelligence reports” most of the withheld material does not concern the black 
power movement. 

Further explanation of the exemptions can be found in the enclosed Annex A. 

The Home Office does not hold file no LO 2/216. This is a Law Officers’ 
Department registered file, held by The National Archives. 

You can contact The National Archives at: 
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/ 

The National Archives, 

Kew, Richmond, 
urrey, TW9 4DU. 






Annex A - application of exemptions 
S40(2) - personal information 

The general policy of the Home Office is not to disclose, to a third party, 
personal information about another person. This is because we have 
obligations under the Data Protection Act and in law generally to protect this 
information. Your request for personal information has been considered in 
line with our obligations under the Freedom of Information (Fol) Act. 

However, we have concluded that the information you have requested is 
exempt from disclosure under section 40(2) of the Fol Act. This exempts 
personal data if disclosure would breach any of the data protection principles. 


Section 23(1) - Information supplied by, or relating to, bodies dealing 
with security matters 


Information held by a public authority is exempt information if was directly or 
indirectly supplied to the public authority by, or relates to, any of the bodies 
specified in subsection (3). 

The bodies referred to in subsections 1 and 3 are: 

a. The Security Service 

b. The Secret Intelligence Service 

c. The Government Communications Headquarters 

d. The special forces 

e. The Tribunal established under section 65 of the Regulation of 
Investigatory Powers Act 2000 

f. The Tribunal established under section 7 of the Interception of 
Communications Act 1985 

g. The Tribunal established under section 5 of the Security Service Act 
1989 

h. The Tribunal established under section 9 of the Intelligence Services 
Act 1994 

i. The Security Vetting Appeals Panel 

j. The Security Commission 

k. The National Criminal Intelligence Service, and 

l. The Service Authority for the National Criminal Intelligence Service 





Annex A - complaints procedure 


If you are dissatisfied with this response you may request an independent 
internal review of our handling of your request by submitting a complaint 
within two months to the address below, quoting reference 14349. If you ask 
for an internal review, it would be helpful if you could say why you are 
dissatisfied with the response. 

Information Access Team 

Home Office ; 

Ground Floor, Seacole Building 
2 Marsham Street 
London SW1P4DF 

e-mail; FOIRequests@homeoffice.qsi.qov.uk 


As part of any internal review the Department's handling of your information 
request will be reassessed by staff who were not involved in providing you 
with this response. If you remain dissatisfied after this internal review, you 
would have a right of complaint to the Information Commissioner as 
established by section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act. 
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I'ir> feiXer 

i would be interested to have a note 
on the Black Panther hovesent which I see is 
reported to have been behind the disturbances 
in PaddiiigtoK yesterday* In particular would 
fCKi let me brve ji'-our assessment of the aims® 
leadership and methods of this orgmisatiCB* 
Also the extent of its support aiid its 
relationship with the police* 

liiould you care to widen your note to 
take into accoitmt other extremist organisatioas 
iJiside and outside Ijondon I would he interested 
in your views* 


(WISBIiSSHlK) 
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j. a-c/O'-xuriji api'oriij.sccirt liis. gcx^XciX Ix^oni Pc)''jv a.rjci Pci'i'Ci 

giving (ri-D one docunieno) an asaeosniexvt py Conunaiuier 

of the significance of recent incidents in the general context 

of community relations and relations between the police and 

/ha-f 

coloured corninunities in London; and giving/^SlDecial Brarjch 
general comment with some detail about oi'‘gariisatloriS and perso; 
In a covering letter to me Mr. Mark says: 

’* 0 n the continuance of the investigation of Sunday's 
incideiit I cannot say more at present than that 
consideration will be given vxlthin about seven clays to 
charging all^ or almost all 5 , of the prisox'iex's with affray. 
Q?he gathering and evaluation of evidence naturally Jiiakes 
it difficult to be more precise at the rnoinent. 

There is one other aspect of the last incident that 
I xxroxjose to discuss with the Commissioner on his return: 
narneljr^ the need for police to be able to reply immediatel-s 
to malicious allegations couched in general terms. I 
think, thaty notwitiistanding the clifficultiesy -we should 
e.xplore the possibility of improving the present rather 
irritating situation in v/M ch by the time the truth is 
knov/n the press and the public have lost interest in it." 

I also promised comment on the bearing of race relations 
legislation on what has lately been said and done by the black 
militants. ' Broadly, the legislation is aimed at putting a 
stop to discrimination in the provision of services or 
facilities (including advei't-isements relating to this). Some 
cxf the activities or intended activities of the Black house 
(cogo the estcUblishment of a S'upe3:’market to buy from coloured 
peox'fle for sale to coloured people) uiight be cpiestionable and 
might have to be considered by the Race Relations Board. 

But the more interesting aspect of the legislation for* 
]:)resent x.rar-Txxses is that there is a .provision (section 6 of the 








Race Relations Act i 9 fc> 5 ) v/hich iriakes j.t an offence for a po,:rsoj 
with intent to stir up hatred against any section of the public 
in,Great Britain distinguished by colour^ I'-ace or ethnie or 
national origins to 

( i) publish or distribute va^itten matter which is 
threatening^ abusive or insulting; 

C bj-} use cl i, any puu.Lic place or any pubxic meeting vvoi^q,s 
vvliich are threatening, abusive or insulting - if in 
eitiier ease the matter or words are likel y to s tin -up 
iiaured against the section of the public concerned 
on grounds of colour, race or ethnic or national 
origins« 

A prosecution may be instituted in England and Wales only by 
Oji* i ch L^ne coijseij g ox Giie Autorm^y“Generalo 

■The section was not intended to penalise ordinary 
discussion or legitimate controversy. The idea was that it 
would be used to deal with organised Gamr)aigns of incitement to 
racial hatred rather than with isolated incidents. Like the 

at :i ons 1 egis 1 ation, it was conce 1 ved niore to 
pi'otect nij.ijorj. 1/les against the mcilice of the jiratish (eog. Gciir: 
:'ordan) than to protect the British against Black Power or other 


There are Inhibitions of two kinds about prosecutions 
under the .section: 

(a) The provision tread,s on delicate grouxid since it 

;piainly threo.tens somie encr'oachment on frecdofa of 
speech. Parliainent accepted that tiie encroachiaturt; 
wa.s justifiable for the purpose of checking e,.ici',gojjt 
agitators who were intent on iiitroducing hatreta 

race relstions. 
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( b) There is a risk that prosecutiorjs niay ai‘ouso jiitii 

xoi i/iiOoS px“0sec-dlieci. axia ooijsecjVi,tsi gj/v 
, dill GXj/cL l/iiy L«OG/GipClii 'fcriOSG VVIjO W6P(3 'the S’UbJOC't Oil *tiio 

3sciteinerit) and cive wider puhlicjtj- to raeJaiUst 

V k. O V V O o 

One \vOu?xd not expect the point at (h) to count for ixich 
iii tile pU'esonu conue-xo hue ^ou will nave noted, tiic eiiiii'liasis 
which hoy Sawn has been laying on the need for a. i)ublic 
inquiioy on relations between the police and coJ.oured peoxilCc 
lie and rii,3 friends may be .i^eckoning that if they make enough 
public stir t.i::i,ey will attract some symiiafchy from all the B.hadi; 
of opinion which Can be rallied on a c.ry of ’'police brutality” 
and he might be expected to use a trial for the same purposes. 
This sort o.f opiiortunisri) would be in line wit.b what Coiiur.arider 
says about the basis foi’ action at Caledonian lload 
and Hotting Iiill„ 

V/e hope to receive a note fi'om the Community Relations 
Cojurnission giving theix* view on recent events. When you see 
Rru next week irou may like to take the opjporturiity of 

working out a general course of action to be followed over a 

period. The following main ipoin'lis occur to me: 

( i) Li.ru . may m'-ove not to be in verg.* close touerr with 
the springs of recent action^ but he is elocuent 
(and., I t'ninky very convincing) on the import'i.oce of 

good r e 1 a t i. o n 3 b e t w e e n ]p o 1 i c e a n d . / e s ''c. I n d ;v a r i a» I 

have a l-ively memory of lins sombi'C i.alk to ri 

iG J.''Ci i. J O O X .'0 Glcl.T^Gil (m ,! .Xk) ciOOcl G IlXi,' X* (.■ 0 Lii kr.^ r. n nr, 

nightmare based on the surrposition that one d;-iy a 
Bx*:; tish policeman would be obliged to kill a west 
Indian. He has thought vei-y Geriorrsly but mag 

be v/illing to confess that he has fevv aolutionao 
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^ ICxjU.'*' V<.-.i’V '.I'd.L bjX-; 0 X'OCX*tli.l.iiaCli C Ox* COXoiIj?x;(l '‘■'<\l\j.‘''~j ,, 

to the police service is of hey iroporta.oce„ ft, ; 

, Ci ^X X X- o Li.3. u eecixS.oO i/xxe x ev;/ OciXKiXc.s t, e,s, \vx. 11 cx /jaG 

j-C;.!. d. Svi'e coiniitosj.y xoujnci rot 'to he up to st<xi.rjct.ij.''o g^ 
and the police rightly insist on ixaintairiing t,oth 
pxiysical and educational starjd,ards, ‘liie eost 
encouraging- line of ai^pi-'oach is likely to l)e tfjrougti 
CiiCtec tiaining and we ai*e ao pposeixt v;0.rhmg on tnc 
possxhilities of ensuring that several coloured cade 
can De taken through their training courses together 
xii oio6:.i' 1,0 enao3.e xhc'ni oo jiixve one a,nother supixort 
and confidence^ V'/e ha,ve iix the past talked to chie; 
constables oii this subject and it is probably time t( 
have another go at theme It may also be ti;ne to 

. enlist the active help of the Caribbean High 
Ccmmissionersy v.ho in a talk not long ago with your 
Xjredece.s.soi’ said, ix'i general terms tha'c t,hey v/ould trj 
to he3.p. 

(iii) Iva'-« has had a 3.ot to say about the only -nay 

o.f breaking .down distrust of the police being the 
estab]-ishirient of some system for independent ha.ndling 
of complaints against the iooliGe^, This seems to me 
a gross oversimplification and^ although I hope an 
independent element can be introduced^ it will not 
be on a big enough scale to satisfy ivlr„ Civxwford or 
others. But Dr, Pitt's views about this might be 
worth having, 

iv) C;r‘iticisii'i of t.he " es tai'lijsrij'iient'* by colcu.rc;d j-e;'de;,:-',-.: 

' ■ extends beyond tlxe x)olice to the judiciary. It Is 

often said tliat coloured people canno "G 0X'r) G C ~t> *0 J i G i P 
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Yjura uo DO taiceri liy the magistra.tes agDinat 
oi a \/(iibe person aiid^ in particularj a whJtc; 
pO-Licejiian .= Again^ 151% views on tiie truth 

o-Iju o.L gnII 1 caijC6 oi this iniglit be worth, hiaviijpu 
i'J 1.0 0 . yiGDcioty ieel Lnat r/iicrj the liiinieciiatc heat 

.nas gone out of the situation (as I hope sjuj, expeci 
it will in a few weeks) yoxi could usefully i.nake a .t. 
speecn wh.ich would regret the attemptsof un- 
x"epi'*eDentative coloured leaders to provoke violence 
aaid CO sec "back the very i:’eal efforts made hy the 
police and otliers; recount's^ t.h,e attGinpt .3 at 
improvement made on the police side; and in genej^a] 
to defuse the situatj.oWo If, however', 
incidents recur in the next w.eek or two, an early 
speech would be desira'bi.e and you might think it 
right to hold discussions with Members in the main 
constituencies a.ffected^ 
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Copies; Lord V’/indleshain 
Sir Philip Allen 
Mr„ Weiler 
Mi:u Wright 
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Metropolit-aa Police Office 
A 7 Branch 


' 11 August 1970 

ISPORl 
Acting AC'A' 


APPRAISAL OF THE RACIAL 
SUB DIVISION ON SUNDAY 


ASPECTS OF t;je incident on 
9 AUGUST 1970 


NOTTING 


HILL 


it has been noticeable over recent months that the greatest 
aiaounc 01 publicity has been given by the press and "tel evision 
uo inie proolems of the Pakistani members of the immigrant 
comaunities and it is my firm belief, based on conversations 

Indians and information received from Divisional CLOs 
uhai. aeso inoian rnemDei’s of the more militant renx'esentative ^ 
groups have felt that the problems of the West Indian are' in 
Ganger oi being overlooked and in order to ensure that this does 
nov^oecome a reality, are now making a determined effort to arouse 
ieea.ings among tneir fellovf countrymen and if possible to take 
violent action to obtain recognition of their cause. 

All the^ signs are that Black Power is at the heart of all militant 
acrion oy west Indian members of our commxmity and whilst many of 
ICS memoers nave speno some time in this country their general 
iJhcaseology and slogans indicate that their philosooliy is based 
upon the problems of the North .American continent rather than the 
which does not make it readily acceptable to those 
viest Indians v/ho are prepared to accept and wish to raise their 
cniidren in the British way of life. From sample opinions obtained 
irom all ranks of thi^i'orce I am satisfied that the average West 
Indian living in Ghe riPD, xxhilst aware that his housing and social 
standing are not equal to those of the majority of the indigenous' 
popxiiation, IS prepared to tolerate the inadequacies in the hone 
ciia'c the future lor his children vxill greatly improve. 


all aa eafort to prove that the Black Power movement in this country 
was^ a force to be reckoned v;ith the hax-d core planners led by 
Iliciiael .{ nave been looking for an instance v/hich v/ould further 
oheir particular cause and by a system of cornmunicatnon one with 
the other on the night of 27 July 1970 they succeeded in turning 
vpau was purely a stxvaightforward police action on Cal/edonian 
Aoad section into a racial incident. In fact it v/as only the 
loveJ. headed xianner of the police officer in charge and his few 
suooi'aiiiate officox’s v/ho sxxcceeded in containing the subsequent 
sii;uatiori at the Police Station from bocoming a serious z’acial 
disturbance. The o-atcome of this pai’ticxilar incident has still 
GO be resolved at Coui't. 


ic is knovni Ghat membei’s. of the Black Pov/er raoveraent have in the 
past few months taken a particular interest in the Mangrove 
j-ioobacuranc ^ci Ali Saints .Road, A/11, and this is another example 
o.t t.;aeir efforts to tu,rn a perfectly ordinary incident into one 
ox a racial nciture. The brief facts are that this restaurant was 





on a driigs v/arrant over 12 months ago and airests were 
'g'ld . r.na tne offenders subsequently convicted at Courts Some 
0 months ago as a result of several complaints to the Local 
./mthurnby by rcsifients regarding the insanitary conditions at the 
f f w.L t/ii-O px GKiiLses j police assis Gance v/as sought by the V/estininst^r 
txi’.y ooancil to suppojrt a visit by a Health Inspector. On thvO 
occasion of this visit thei-e appeared to be a policy of comxxlete 
non co-operation by the raanager and his assistants and several 
police-officers injured and arrests_made for assault on police. 
t-l-Liice chaG time ohere have been visits to the premises by 
police oiiicers and a total of 10 summonses are outstanding,due 
for hearing ^at Kensington Petty Sessions on 14 Auppist 1970 ^and 
the owner of the cafe is cxirrently on remand for assault. on police, 
due for hearing at Marylebone Court on 9 September 1970, There is 
no truth in the press reports that there is a policy of police 
harassment against this restaurant as all the visits of the past 
3 months have been made at the instigation of the Local Axithority 
wno have refused to grant a night cafe registration certificate 
under the Greater London Council (GP) Act, 1968, Part VIII, 

One^ of the disturbing features of the c.demohstration and procession 
that took place on Sunday 9 August was the policy from the outset 
to provoke police officex--s into making some physical reaction to 
consuantbaiting not least of which was the revolting spectacle 
of each officer at least once having the head of a pig which vras 
dripping with blood thrust into his face accompanied by such taunts 
as^ 'meet your brother'. This action alone in my submission shov/s 
bills to oe a procession called by people who are over aggressive 
and deterrained to e:«:y)l-oit any situation to their advantage and not 
by people v/no are troubled about the social problems of some mem¬ 
bers of our community. The dignity and self control with v/hich 
the police officers conducted themselves throughout is worthy of 
praise. It is a pity that due regard v;as not roade 
to this aspect when the incident was* reported through the mass mediae 

One office!* in particular was named by some members of the ‘ 

procession as being * £mti-black' and he is PC t who 

has been bhe ooject of derision and ridicule by Black Pov/er members 
on a previous occasion when consideration v/as given to prosecuting ► 
the editors of Black Dv/arf for a Criminal Libel but it was felt 
that as the persons responsible v/ere*men of straw' they v/ould 
stand to gain more publicity from such an action and PC 
v/as denied the redress through the Courts. 

Ib is of interest to note that the population', of Kensington and 
Cnelsea (*B' Division) as at June 1968 was 210^720 and the estimated 
coloured population in October 1969 was 40,900 made up as follov/s:- 

341400 V/est Indian 
500 African 
6 5 000 Hiscellaneous 

Wibii regardi. to comjplaints for 1969 the total number of complainants 
aga;i iis'c pol-ice in the MPD was 5^296 of whom 331 were coloured 
complainants. Por 'B' Division there were 284 complaints (no 
separate figures for coloured people are cxyailable) . In the first 
qiiarter of 1970 there v/ere ' 867 * complaints of v/hom 78 v/ere coloured 
complainants and for 'B' Division there were 65 complaints (no 
separate fip;ures availeible for coloured people). 

information is still being received in this office of visits by 
mambcrs of^ the West Indian communities in inn’er London v/ho have 
CcTdiai cVb police stations and stated that they have no v/ish to be 
Goimected, with this disg.raceful conduct on Sunday 9 Au[pist 1970 
and the local Community Relations Committee for Kensington and 
Chelsea have extended an invitation to local police officers to 










atuend a special meeting of their members called for Jatei' 
tans week ito cons.ider tlie publication of a statement of 


contidence in the local police. 


'.■lij.las recog'nising that as the fi'ont line of defence the nolice 
service_inevrtably in all types of situations are vulnerable it 
casnoi, oe denied that incidents of the type that took pljice on 
oaudsc/ s august can_^ ao nothing but harm to police/community 
relations. I'hey polarise the situation and" the indigenous 
population adopt the attitude of despair whilst the immigrant 
populauion see it as another threat to their security.. ^ 


Commander 







Special Branch 
Hew Sootland Yard 

11 Angust 1970 

"BLACK i’OV/BR" IN THE UNITED KINGDOM 

1o At the outset, it must bo stressed that there are coloured organisations 
in this country wliich are not of thernoGlves extremist, and there aro extremist 
organisations which arc not exclusively coloured* Those organisations in 
wliich the two elements are combined are fortunately few in London and are 
virtually confined to those wholly or mainly supporting ’’Black Power", for 
it is in the "Black Power" concept tliat we find the only forms of extremism 
which are exclusive to black people» The numerous organisations up and down 
the country, particularly the local co\incil liaison committees oporating 
undor tho umbrella of the go\''ernmont sponsored National Committee of 
Commonwealth Immigrants (now renamed Community Relations .Boa-rd) , all Of 
which are fostering tho general principles of racial integration and a losoenin 
of colour prejudice, cannot bo regarded as coming within tho orbit of extremist 
organisations, even although in certain cases executive positions may bo held 
by coloured extremists« 

2« "Black Power" is a concept and a terra which, has been given an exaggerated 
sense of importance and status out of all perspective. In this respect, the 
national press, radio and television can be held primarily responsible, for 
time and again individuals have been referred to, or introduced, as leaders 
of "Black Pov/er" when in fact they were the leading personalities of small 
groups numbering no more than 50/60 persons, and never deserved or vrarranted 
more ambitious descriptions. 

5. "Black Power", as a promotional force, is incapable of definition 
except by reference to the organisations owing allegiance to it. It has its 
birthplace and its heartland in the USA, v/^here it burst upon the public during 
tile seasonal outbreaks of civil disorder in the Spring of 1966. Its name 
was coined, so it is said, by a 'white man, Senator Eastland of Mississippi, 

'who oa'w it strictly from the white man’s viewpoint as a throat to vfnite 
society. Its arch-apostle was the demagogue Stokely CARMICHAEL, who spread 








its mcssaf;e vsilh t),o fervour of an ovangoliat and it has aince gono from 
strengtii to otrongth in the USA through the modiiun of a multiplicity of 
coloured organisutiono reflecting otherwise considerably diverging interoots. 
What may bo^ termed the main-stream of US "Black Power" opinion advocates 

four main inauea:- 

1) tho ostabliahment of a black militia on a national £uid 
local basis, similar to tho US National Guard; 

2) the accountability of police for its actions against 
iiQgroes; 

b) a similar accountability of tho courts and judiciary; 

4 ) t}ie capacity to influence niembors of the negro community 
to undertake retaliatory measures and indulge in acts of 
selective torroriom. 


4. Such thinking can probably be seen in a clearer light from virtually 
tlie last words spoken by CARMICMEL at a public meeting on the last day of 

his whirlwind 9 day crusade in this country in 1967. He ended n speech as 
follovrs:- 

"Coloured people have to realise they are fighting a capitalist 
and racialist society, and it is necessary to internationalise our 
Oi.rugglo tJiroughout tho world, using violence if necessary in tho 
iorm of {ruerilla action^ Only complete black unity can ovorthrov; 
v/nito opproosion and I fervently want to eee coloured people 
return to tlieir own home countries and continue the struggle for 
liDerationj as the negroes in America were doing. It is not 
morality tnat runs tho world, it is power, and the black peoples 
oj. the vforld are going to v;in in the long run,” 









b- .'/ 1 th reeard to the United Kincdom, it may be said that tho basic 
.principles Of ”Black .Power" have been avidly adopted by ita dovotoos here, 
alnbouch in a simplified and somowhat baetardisod form. Without comparable 
concitionc and a comparablo environment, it in not possible to implant such 
alien ideas here without some adaptation. The "Back to Africa" concept, 
as advocated by CARKICilAKL and others for instance, is frankly silly m’a 
community already containing a fair proportion of real Africans and can have 
little appeal to people who have already chosen to come to this country, 
rather than any other, in preference to their homelands. The oatablishmont 
of a black militia is another notion which has not caught on, and the only 
retaliatory measures proposed which have not been mere hot air, havo led 
whore Gvidenco has been forthcoming to criminal proceedings being taken 
against their authors as soon as the police had wind of what was going on. 
Terrorism has been threatened and terrorist hand-books have been reproduced 
and played with, but nothing has transpired to comjvire with the activities 
Of the Spanish I^. Hay - which was responsible for the shooting up of 

aic Uo nmbasay in I 967 , and the bomb explosions in the US Services Club in 
London, Spanish Embassy and just lately the Bilbao BanJe. It is only in the 
spheres of police and judicial accountability that anything like "Black 
Power" principles have been applied, and even then the thunder has really 
boon otolcn by other o.rganiontion 0 , black and white, which'have boon 
harassing the police for years. To a public conditioned by legislation to 
accept integration as a fact of life, and to a society conditioned by 
immigration from pre-Roman times to prepare for it, the notion of any 
separate development is little more than a curiosity. 


6. "Black Power" in this country may be said to date from July 1967 , when 
Stokely CARKICilAEL paid the flying visit already mentioned which had all the 
appearance, and something of the effect, of an evangelical crusade. Kin 
Visit, however, did not lead directly to the formation of any exclusively 
"Blacic Power" organisation, although it led to the re-orientation of two 
coiou.rea organisations already in existence. These, the Racial Adiustnanf 





■Uvbion SociGi;^ n.uci. the Ihrx voraal ColoiArcd Poop3.o * a Aorsocio^tion i did notj 
as it Iiappcnod, {{rontly benefit from his visit in the long run^ although 
the stago was firmly set for the next act in the lives of the people 
immodio tely ooncernod« V/hat his visit did achieve was to throw up a fov/ 
imitators j, althougli none of these were nev7 men and none of them carno any~ 
vfhero near to approaching his political stature. Theii' ambitions v;oro all 
in other directions than ‘'Black Power'* and their preoccupations with other 
interests ensured that "Black Pov^er" in,this country lacked the profession¬ 
alism of its Transatlantic counterparts There is still no one organisation 
representative of "Black Power" ^ nor has there yet been a national 
conference on it^ and the "Black Power" movement in this country^ such as 
it iSj is still one of personalities rather than of oi-ganisationa. 

7. Considered in this way^ its impact on the immigrant population has 
boon minimal and^ inasmuch as "Black Power" is supposed to be directed 
atiainst v/hite exploitation rather than against race, its devotees here have 
first to sell the symptoms of that exploitation before they can sell their 
remedy for it. That they are hard-pressed to do. Comparatively speaking 

in this country there is not a coloured population with its back to the wall 
fighting grinding poverty from dingy ghettoes; despite what may be written 
from time to time about Brixton and Hotting Hill; there is'nowhere in this 
country where a black man might, not live in competition with the rest of 
the population as is the case in the USA and no area of coloured 
settlement where a vdiite man need fear to walk. As far as this country is 
concerned, "Black Power" is a remedy in search of a complaint and its 
advocates are preaching, in the main, to unbelievers, 

8. The arch-disciple of "Black Power" in this country is a Trinidadian 
wJiosG "slave-name" (i.e., the one he was born with) was Michael de PRBITAS, 
since ciiangod to Michael X and Michael ABBUL-li^LIK. This creature, an 
exploiter of white and black alike, v^as earlier a second-rate imioator and 
disciple of the late Malcolm 'X' LITTLE, the Black Muslin leader who was 







acaasGinated in New York in .February 1965. From LITTLE be conceivod the 
notion of bj.ack oex)aratisin, leading to the formation, in January 1965, of 


Ei"^ facial Adjuatniont Action Society , a small and ineffective body vdiich 
enjoyed a fitful existence and helped to line his pocket until November 1967, 
vrlien lie went to prison for twelve months for offences against Section 6 of 
the Race Relations Acte On >n.s release in July 1968, he took up \-/ith most 
of his old cronies and re~shax)ed lUAS into a nevr venture called the Black 
JiagJ_Oo.p vrhich embodied, among other features, the **jBlack Pov/er'* concern for 
police accountability, suitably translated into a system of street patrols 
in tihe Netting Hill area. This vras ostensibly to protect coloured poox)le 
from so-called police persecution, but equally suited to protect his 
mobsters when engaged in cannabis trafficking, and the scheme died almost 
as soon as it was born, ABBUL-MALIK is, of course, a criminal villain, 
distinct from the political villain, and as such is unable to command the 
respect of the coloured community in London as a whole. At one timn a ront 
collector for the notorious Perec RACIHIAN, he has convictions for larceny, 
brobhel-koeping, possessing cannabis, and v^as also charged with robbery 
until the complainant, rather conveniently, left the UK in a hurry, - 
resulting in the matter being dropped. Since his release from prison in 
July 1968, he has been unemployed, yet he lives very v/ell - doubtless on the 
peddling of soft drugs by his cronies. He has recently reformed the Racial 
Adjustment Action Society vrith offices at the "Black House" 95-107 Holloway 
Road, N7, premises which he also uses as living quarters for himself and 
other coloured persons. The "Black House" is in the process of being 
developed as a supermarket and cultural centre for coloured persons and 
should tlie plans reach fruition it will undoubtedly become a focal point for 
militants among tine coloured population of London to an even greater extent 
than it is now. 

9. Other leading coloured extremists who pay lip service to the concept 
of "Black Power" - such as Roy SAUH, , Obi EGBUNA, A joy GIIOSE 


and 


- are mentioned in Appendix ’B' to this report. 







io. Although, ao ms been pointed out, the concept of -Black Pov/er' 
is alien to this country, its advocates are potentially dangerous for, 
Gifoit uo Biako their philosophy more meaningful to the coloured 

deliberately to manufacture complaints of 
inia process has been characterised in particular by 
an intemperate anti-police campaign. During the last two years, for 
-ample, leading coloured extremists in-the Camden and Islington areas 
have regularly reiterated allegations that police do not adequately 
protect coloured persons from white hooligans and they have attempted to 
lorm 'vigilante' patrols for that purpose. A more venomous aspect of 
this campaign has boon the way in which the militants have attempted to 
build up the legend of -police brutality". The smallest incident between 
police and members of the coloui-ed community has been exaggerated and the 
repression given that all police are -fascist pigs" whose one purposo in 
lifG is to persecute, harass and molest the non-whito persons. The 
emotional hysteria and mistrust thus engendered in the coloured community 

led directly, of course, to the violent scones which were enacted in the 
hotting Hill area on 9 August. 


-1. The demonstration on that day was not the first manifestation of 
«d.s present anti-police feeling. It has been latent in the Brixton area 
ior some tame and it was forcibly expressed on 15 November 1969 during 
an ancadent iiivolving a coloui'ed Nigerian diplomat, Clement GOMALK. He 
loft his car unattended in the extremely busy narrow road and went shopping 
a groat deal of obstruction was caused, and when police officers asked him 
to remove the car he ignored them, and later struck one of the officers. 
After further incidents, the officers attempted to remove the car; GOIfdALK 
interferred, and a large crowd of West Indians collected and attempted to 
roscuo GOnriAhIC, who was removed from the scene. They attacked police and 
oix coloured persons were arrested. COHV/ALIC later claimed diplomatic 
i-rrvrlogo, and eventually an apolofo^ for his behaviour was received from 
in.i-erian High Conmiiscion in London. 
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i2, Tlie same anti-police brutality was evident on 27 July* On the evening 
of tiiat day a coloured youth who was stopped in Market Hoad, N7^ by 
unifoiniiod police regarding his possession of a radio set proved exiromioly 
obstructiveo During tlic subsequent questioning n hostile crowd of about 
100 coloured persons gathorod and when an attempt vmo made to take tlio 
youth to t]io police stabion for further enquiries a fracas ensued. Four 
peopley including the youth in question, wore arrested for assault on 
police and the situation was only prevented from vrorsening by thoir prompt 
removal to Caledoniaii Road police Station* Michael Abdul MALIK called at 
the station a short while later with a journalist and solicitor's dork 
to demand the release of the prisoners* V/hen their demand v;as refused 
MALIK left and returned later witli more than 100 coloured persons who 
invaded the police station clamouring for the release of the prisoners v/hile 
ho vmbehed from the opposite side of the road. Damage v/as caused to j^olice 
property and a further seven persons were arrested before the crowd was 
ejected to the street vaiero they remained until dawn before dispersing. 

All those arrested, vrith the exception of a juvenile, appeared at Old Street 
Magistrates' Court on 20 July and were remanded on bail to appear at the 
same Court on various dates in October* In the meantime the question of 
preferring a c})arge of conspiracy to cause an affray is boing considered 
by uniformed police* 

These incidents ~ only three of many similar ones -- uiidoubtedly 
clmracterisG tlio strategy of the black sopai-atists in this country. They 
are intent upon bringing about direct confrontations with police in order 
to sov/ the seeds of racial friction and thereby advance the cause of "Black 
Pov/er'A The organisations which are directly or indirectly concerned in 
tlio implementation of the strategy are set out in Ajipendix 'A' of this 
report. 
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i-'i . Al thouj';;]! tJiG rcGiiltG of tliis j^olicy produce ioo:i..ated challen^^jee to 
public order, i u nmat bo otroanod t})at tho philooophy of black ooparatlorn 
iiau ooon largoly aypiorcd by tlie vast iriajority of coloiu'cd poroons in this 
country. Thin is borne out by tho fact that, after three yeara, there are 
no inoro than 300 convinced 'Black Pov/er’ aupportera in the Metropolitan 
Police Diatrict; that they are dioperacd in some ten small, factious .groups 
laoliGi ohan one united or^nniaationj that no national oonferenco has been 
hold on tJiO issue; and that no generally respected and acceptable leader 
has emerged to blend tlie cult with a mass movement. There is alvrays the 
possibility hovrever, that the younger generation of immigrants* children, 
oorn and bred here, vnill find themselves in the position, or will be 
persuaded that they are in the position, of being not the expatriates that 
their parents are but tho victims of a major social disaster binding them 
to a now kind of economic slavery as the drudges of a v/hite society v;hich 
iias Deen so conditioned to integration that it takes them for granted® A 
situation which, in essence, resembles that current in the USA® The fact 
tliat many of the participants in the demonstration on 9 August were young 
coloiued persons is perhaps a pointer in this direction. Although MALIK 
undoubtedly exerts sometway over these youngsters, it is perhaps a temporary 
sway, for ho could not bo further removed from the idealistic Martin Luther 
KING imago which is perhaps the only thing likely to blend the feelings of 
the coloured people in this country into a mass movement. 

The absence of such a unifying figure as KING is not the only factor 
wliich nas uenaed co weaken and diversify the 'Black Power* movement in this 
country. It has made little general impact on the coloured community 
oGCciUSG, blacK nationalism apart, it has no common political philosophy. 

.Los advocates are a he terogoreous mixture of pro—Hoscow communists, maoists 
and trotskyists and, as such, their efforts are often lost in a welter of 
aostruse dialectics. This has an obverse side, of course, for it has been 
appareiil; in recent months that British communists, trotskyists and maoists 
liave boon taking up the IBlack Power* cry and participating more frequently 
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In donion, 
in i:oron i. 
auitnbl'v 


Jtrationa acainat "police brutality". They have little objective 
in blac!c aoparnticnii, Jiovfovo.r, and nro more concornod to find a 
anina'(p.ng poe upon v;hic]i to hang their revolutionary creoda. 


16 . lo cum up. For the immediate future it is unlikely, in the abtience 
01 any iigure co idealistic, so dedicated and so universally respected as 
nartin Luther KiNG, that all the feeling's of coloured people in this 
country will find expression in a mass "Black Power" movement. What is ' 
inoro likoly is that odd, sporadic outbursts of violence over sorno rolativoly 
minor matter will continue when police come into contact with coloured hot¬ 
heads and that both black and white militants will do their utmost to make 
capital out of the situation. 






APPENDIX 



'•BLACK POV/LR" 


IB^SAL BIACK PEOPI 


OPuCANISATIONS IN THE UNITED XINGDOH 


P'r; IMP]?OVEr-mNT ORGANISATION 


ThiG oiYjanioationf the GUCCCGSor to the Netting Hill Community (Self- 
H'oj.])) iVoGOciation (Ltd.) wan formed in May 1969 no a vehicle for coloured 
communaliGia. Until the izicidentn on 9 August 1970 at Hotting Hill there has 
boon little action from this particular'group since its incej^tion^ with tho 
poGsible exception of an incidont in Portobello Road^ ¥10 on 10,7*69 when 
Police v/oro severely haraosed following an accident whon an out-of-control 
Police vehicle fatally injured a coloured man. 


Iho prime movervS in the organisation are 

. Roy SAV/H and Abdul MALIK also have loose connections with this 
organisation, 

Genei'allj’- speaking the group is predominantly V/est Indian in composition 
and in more aligned to a concept of Mother Africa as promoted by the I^'orth , 
American organisationsp Republic of New Africa and the African-American 
Repatriation Association, This group was used as a vehicle by Frank 
CRlTCHLOV/p owner of the Mangrove Restaurant, 8 All Saints Road, ¥11, to 
organise the demonstration against alleged police brutality and harassment 
held at Hotting. Hill on 9 August 1970, during the course of which violence 
was used against police, 

2<■ ACTION FOR PEOPLE'S JUSTICE 

This organisation, formed in August 1969 by a 

prominent member of the Universal Coloured People’s Association, is designed 
to promote activities opposing alleged police brutality tovrards coloured 
people. Its main activities to date have been a number of minor demonstrations 


outside Brixton Prison, 








^ 2 -- 


AFRICAN DgSCE^TDAOTS* ADIT^I^CEMENT MOVEMEN? 

This ne^ro ooparatist organisation^ formed in October 196?^ confines' 
its activities to enccurao;ina* interest in modem Africa with a view to 
reviving: i'lfrica.n traditions and culturee. 

black panthers 

The Black Panthers is the organisation based on etraightforifard 
black erclusivism with a minimum of political undertone^ although support 
tends to be given to the U.C.P^A. on occasion. Obi EGBUNA used to lead 
this bodyp but all his activities have been serioiisly inhibited by the three- 
j^ear suspended sentence imposed on him in December 1968. The Brixton chapter^ 
led by ^Eddie^ LECOIkTE is now the most active group in-this organisation, 
and joined in the demonstration against alleged police harassment on 9 Au^^t 
at ITottiiig Hillo ' , ■ 

5. BLACK PEOPLES^ ALLIANCE 

The Blade Peoples® Alliance (B.P.A), hailed at its formation in 
April 1968 as being the new united front' of all the immigrant organisations, 
appears to have met with the same problems as beset previous attempts at 
unification. The origins of its members are so polymorphous, with the ‘ 
result that their interests' and aspirations are equally diverse. The prime 
movers, Jagmohan JOSHI and the more militant Roy SATO, quickly fell out, 
resulting in the dismissal of SAV/H at the beginning of 1969. The organisation 
has some linlcs with the United States Black'Panther Party, and some members 
took part in the demonstration in Groovenor Square on 2 March 1970 to 
protest against imprisonment of Bobby SEALE, leader of American Black Panthers. 

6. BL ACK POKER PARTY 

This separatist organisation was formed in Eebruary. 1 969 by Roy 
SAlvK to promote cictivities in furtherance of his highly individual notions 
ox ‘racial and social ecvclxasivisme It has showm no marked activity during 
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BLACK wOHKEHS^ CO--ORDIKATING COMIT?EE 
This organisation^ another creation of the inventive 
, vras formed earlj^ in 1969 to promote racial and social exclusivism^ 
ir mvorvcd rrsolf rn protest demonstrations during: an industrial dispute 
GiJ.At>iie uisiii-tSoax ox. a coloured (.■rox’lcer during the Sumiiier ox* 1969p 
Diit its otiior' activities 5 , if any^, have not been marked up to 'the present 
timoo 


8. ‘THE ThllVERSAL COLOURED PEOPLE ^3 ASSOCIATIOIT 

The Unit'ersal Coloured People*s Association remains one of the- main 
vehicles of Black Power in this country« Although the leadership and 
political motivation has changed^ the UcC^PcAe remains the largest and the 
most active coloured peoples® separatist organisationo The,total membership^ 
the vast majority of whom reside in London^ is now estimated ‘to bo less than 
lOOp but no exact figures are available. 


The imprisonment of 7 in February 1969 for inciting persons 

to carrjr weapons at a public demons t rat ion,, and the expulsion of 
Doth of vrhom \iere sympathetic towards Maoism^ the Association tended tovrarde 
Trotskyisiiic This became particiilarl^i^ apparent after the election of 

, a member of the International Marxist Group^ as Treasurer* 

This trend towards Trotskyism and International Socialism has been reflected 
in tho various writings published by the TJ.C.PoA.y particularly in articles 
printed in '^Black Power Newsletter”p the organ of the IJ*CeP*Aop which is 
Tmiblished intermittontlyc During the last year the U*C.PeAo has been regularly 
represented at Speakers Comerp Hyde Park<, A demonstration was held at 
Brixton on 2 August 1969 in protest against alleged brutality by police* 

This demonstration had been advertised as a "Mass Rally”, but in fact less 
than 50 persons p about a third of whom were under 14 years of age^ attended 
On 15-9-69 the UoCcP*A* organised a march from Trafalgar Square to the Home 
Office in protest against the detention of Robert Franklin WILLIAl-IS, a U*S^ 
citisc;ri 'iraritcd in the uhS^A* for kidnappingp who had been refused leave to 
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land jicroe I'hio demoiiistration \TaG supported “by forty porsonso On 25^4^70 
the UcCeP.A« demonstrated outside Arbour Square Police Station^ El ^ against 
alleged police biuitaiity^bver the last decade”«> About 60 persons^ mostly 
iihite attended but ’thero iras no disorder® 

9 , I IHIVSRSAT; COLOUPEi) PEOPLES^ Ahl) ARABS ASSOCIATION 

The UcC^PoA^A^ iras the brain-child of Roy SAV/II in opposition to Obi 
EGBuM^s but the first-named body collapsed and SAV/H joined the 

Black People's Allianceo Howeverp SA¥Hp always a militant coloured 
opportunistp had a serious disagreement V 7 ith Jagmohan JOSHI and other leaders 
of the B.PoA.p and in February 1969 he formed the Black People®s Party - 
virtually a one-man-bondo 

10. RACIAL ADHJSTI-IEHT ACTION SOCIETY •• 

This organisation claims to stand for the unity and solidarity of all 
coloured peoplesp in j^rticular the coloured minority of Great Britain^ It 
is led by Abdul MLIKo 

It claims, to have over 1 ^000 members in North London^ mainly young 
coloured ¥est Indiansp but probably only about 1 (X) actual members^ Also 
claims to have 27 separate chapters throughout the countrye 

Its leading officers arcs 

Abdul H/lLUC - President 

- Welfare Officer 

Vincent HIRES Press Officer 

- Legal adviser 0 

Its office is at ‘Tho Black Hoiise% S5-101 Holloway Eoadf. H7, and its 

nublication is c 


called ®The Black House 











Iv? PB RSOMLITIES 
IN THB UiuTED ICCNGDOH 


© Dlii FKEITASs) TilguBl 

@ Hichaol 

0 IT^-Sey^ 0?x*xiiii.claci 

This moai has iDla.yed a v)romineiit part in “Black Povjor” activities in 
Britainp being the founder and leading member of the Racial Adjustment 
Action Societyp the Black Eagles and the Black Muslim Brotherhoods He 
nas closely associated nith the visit in July 196? of Stokely CAPJIICHAELp 
the coloured American agitator^ uhich took the form of a cs^sade to implant 

.. I 

the violent principles of “Black Po;fer“ in this couhtryc 

s 

A former part-time rent collector for the late notorious Perec RACHIM 
and a close associate of lou-class criminals and prostitutes^ MLIK professes 
to be a convert to Islamp believing in the inherent superiority of all 
black people arid advocates violent methods to enforce this supremacye 
He claims to have financial interests in the V^est Indies butp backed by a 
¥ealth 3 " young financier^ his main interest at present lies in tne development 
of the “Black House” in Hollovray Roady London K1 ^ as a communitjr centre 
find supermarket for coloured people in this country^ His motives, however^ 
appear to be rooted as much in a desire for money and personal power as in 
liis hatred of white people,> 

He ’was sentenced under section 6 of the Race Relations Act 19o5 to 
12 months imprisonment at Reading Borough Quarter Sessions on 9 November 
1967 and additionally he has convictions for obstructing police, larceny 
servansp possession of drugs and pex^mitting premises to be used as a 
brothelc, He is currentljr on bail to appear at the Inner London Sessions 
on chaiyros of robbcory and blackmail® 








, at Goa. India^ 

A militant supporter of the uhirorsal Coloured People«s Association, 
uas associatin^^^ mtli the maoist section of the Vietnam Solidarity 
o<impcirg'n Uiieii ne was arrested on October 1 9^3 on a charg’d of inciting 
people to carry offensive ireapons during the "Autumn Offensive" of that yeas?. 
At the Central Criminal Court he uas later sentenced to two years imprisonment 
for rncrting to riot and one year to run concurrently for inciting to ccarcy 
0x1 Gns-Lte neaponSo lie vras releaseo. from prison on 25 Ouno last and has 
since attempted to procux^o arms and ammunition for the use of the Black 
Porer movciiiont & 

SGBIJnA.. Obi ' 

b 18o7A5o at Snugu in Nigeria 

A leading me^nber of the Universal Colotired People Association and' 

the Black Panthers p EGBUImA has been a vociferous platform spealcer, who 

has minced with several organisations on the extreme left of the political 

spectrim<. In July 1968 he visited Dr Swame MCRUI^IAEp the former Ghanain 

<? 

politicianp .at Conaldv, Guinea, and brought back a tape-recording of a 
speech on "Black Power" by I^UMAHe 

A sei.f-professed playv^right, EGBUITA has convictions for assaulting and 
obstructing police, insulting words, threatening behaviour and wilful damagec 
Additionallyp at the Central Criminal Court on 10 December 1968 he \-ias 
sentenced totweive months imprisonment, suspended for 5 years, on counts 
of uttering and conspiring to utter a writing threatening to kill police 
ofxxcGXo and of ccnnpiring to incite persons to murder police officers o 







at Lagos, Mgaria 

A proiuinent and active supporter of the Universal Coloured People®s 
Association and the Black Panther Movement, MAPI IK ivas tried with Ohi 
SGBIJKA on ch.arges of threatening and conspiring to threaten-to murder 
pol?:cG officers in December 1968, for which he was bound over in the sum 
of £50 for three years« However on 50 July 1969 he xjas arrested for 
insulting behaviour and on 2 December sentenced to nine months imprisoiiment 
for distributing insulting "Black Po^’ier" leaflets 


A milit^int and active member of the Universal Coloured People 
AGSociationp GHOSH is well-£oiown in the Hotting Hill area for his participatic 
in local affairs o He is also connected with several pro-Chinese ogranisatiom 


in Guyana 

Snpelicd from the Communist Party of Great Britain in 1 965 for his 
pro«^*Clilnose beliefs, JAI-IES supports "Black Power” in its widest sense. He 
hoc bcc'i ]Tiai?ily concerned wiun uhe CariDoean Workers rioveaieni^' which ne 
founded but is also entremely active in other organisations on the extreme 














iin ebuij'-iont orator at Speakers® Corner^ Hyde Park^. SAVE has been 
oleopJ-y involTcd in the activities of a nximbor of ®®Black Poner’'”'* or{^anisaticns 
for sc-;r;G yea^rSo He lias corririctions recorded against him for obstructing 
police p assault and under the Pace Helations Actp 1965o 

LhCOIKT S. Edmund 

Do 165,11 ©41 m damaxca , 

,, I 

A propiinent supporter of the Black Panthers and associate of Hoy 

smi. ' ■ ■ 


in Hige3:ia 


An associate of Obi BGBMA and apparently the principal member of the 


US Black Panther Solidarity Committee in the united Sin^dom, 











in Jamaica 


A c3-ose confidant of Obi EGBuMA and . hnp, 

u^iien a close interest; in ^‘Biack Power” affairs and has been the S..¥p 
hondon crg'aniser of 'liie '(Jniversal Coloured People's Association^ 


in Mgeria 


A foriiier secretary of the Black Panther Hovement and founder of 
the Bynamic Youth Hovement* Associate of Obi EGBul'IAe 

/• 

SrlEWmrTOX'Io ./mdre Konteith Ovid 

© Amon 

b® 12o10o2p in Guyma 

An itinerant demonstratorSHERVIEGTOIT is extremely active in 
”Black Power” circles and maintains connections with a number of 
organisations 9 notably the Black Panthers, Universal Coloured People's 
Association and the ¥est Indian Standing Conference^ 


A close x^riLcna of Oor iiiG-BUhA, 


a otaimch supporter of the 
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There are signs that Eiriti-seiaitisra^, which is Doiind ru;\or|;: 
p]rCn groHj^s In the United States, may be apreadirig to ‘..he Uriied 

I(i ngdoiiia 


ei The October Dowsletter of the l]MIl/ERS.AL CCLOUHIO) idHT-'Lht 

A880GI.ATJ.0iv (uO'PA) centalan offeBsi¥e attack on Jews ¥/bo arc 
:' 0 ^orQfd by bio Oh i'h'h'O]: .sviirocndATrs as white in contrast with the Arabs 
■wkxi) are S.i,nce we issned oiar paper on BLACK Ki¥L;R the 

after the secessioB oi‘ Roy SA'IE and Obi EArBUNl, has mo¥©d tQwa^'^d.B the 
lefin Their newsletter is published from lya Karlsiield Hoad, Lovidcui SvA., 
Ehs address of the Worllng PeopleParty of hngla.nci (WP11S)« ’fbe J.Cc.dvi:-^ 
of the U'Ci:^A is Aiioonio IfcOUsey^T o Leo de 8ousa SOARES A Tcry Bam i.ilRAt- 
who was arreBted on 31^1 October, 1968^ and 'later remaryT.ed on ball od a 
oharaA UYide,r Section 1 of the Prevention, of Crime .A.ct iVfR of ''R'ioUn.ng 
a person unknown to commit an arrestable offence namely lo carvy oBfenaBv 
wGapons at ,,,,,, a. public dBmonstratioii ^ c. R‘R 


Yours 


er o tj ohn liOV'i, .hSQ * 

.fvOGiii RCAvr 

j\A-T;V 

iloiic s 
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BLACK POTfflE. 


28th February 1968 


■R^nnyt hv thfi Joint IntelUgen oe_Comm3^:^ 

introduction 

In the report at ihanex we outline the origins and aims of Black 
Power and examine its likely impact on the coloured populations of 
Britain and the Carihhean, in particular the British Commonyrealth 
Teri>itories (including the British Associated States and the British 
dependent territories). We assess the extent to vfhich it could affect 
race relations in Britain and give rise to new threats to British 
interests. .Finally we consider the possibility of its developing^as 
an international movement and of its being e^cploited by the communists. 

2. By Black Power we mean an extremist racialist movement advocating 
physical violence as a means of enabling coloured communities to secure 
dominant political and social status, rather than the simple achievement 
by coloured people of positions of authority and influence. We have 

ip mind the pattern of action first called for by American negro 

extremists • 

3, ¥o ooiiclude that: 

(a) Black Power feeds on the ?7ide range of negro social^ economic 

and racial disabilities in the United States vfhich it will 
take many years to remove. Though there is little likelihood 
of Black Power assuming major ^Droportions in American politics^ 
Black Pov/er leaders mil do all they can to exploit and T)©^haps 
provoke urban disorders (paragraphs 

(b) Black Power advocates have so far made little headway among 

coloured people in Brit-ain and seem unlikely to do so in 
the next feu years (para.graphs 12-21 
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(c) in the 1970s, however^ British-born coloured school leavers 

v^ill form a siseable proportion of the young community in 
several major industrial area.s, a.nd if they are denied 
equality of treatment will form educated and frustrated 
minority groups upon which a Black Power movement could 
base itself (x^aragraph 22 )| 

(d) Black Power has made little impact in Commonwealth Caribbean 

countries^ where its message is largely irrelevant♦ But 
in many of then social and economic discontent is rife^ and 
the ax3i3arently successful use of violence in the USA to 
highlight poverty and social disability nay Increasingly 
tempt extremist ox3i:)Osition leaders in Caribbean Commonwealth 
countries to adopt similar methods^ even v\rhere there are 
black governments (paragrax^hs 24-34-); 

(e) Black Power is unlikely to develop into a coherent 

international movement (paragrax3h 3^); 

(f) though communists v/ill be a.lert to chances of exx^loiting 

the subversive possibilities offered by Black Power, the 
Moscovz-oriented x^arties will fight shy of any deliberate 
involvement in the m*ovement* But Peking-oriented 
communists v/ill no doubt continue to make pla,y with the 
analogies between Maoist and Black Power tactics of 
fomenting revolution (paragrax)hs 37-41 ) • 

(Signed) DENIS &EEENHILL 

Chairnanj, on behalf of the 
Joint Intelligence Committee 


Cabinet Office, Sol7o1« 
28th Eebruaiy 19680 
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The attached revised draft report 
haa been prepared by the Joint Intelligence 
Staff (*A» Team) and is circulated for the 
consideration of the Joint Intelligence 
Committee at an early meeting. 


Cabinet Office, S,W,1. 

8th Eebruary 1968, 
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In the report at ikinex v/e outline the origins and aims of Black 
Power and examine its likely impact on the coloured populations of 
Britain and the Caribbean, in particular the British Commonwealth 
Teri'itories (including the British Associated States and the British 
dependent territories). We assess the extent to ■which it could affect 
race relations in Britain and gi've rise to nev/ threats to British 
interests. Finally Me consider the possibility of its de'veloping as 
an international mcvement and of its being exploited by the communists. 

2, By Black Po'wer lire mean an extremist racialist movement advocating 
physical violence as a means of enabling underprivileged coloured 
communities to secure what they regard as their rights, rather than the 
simple achievement by colo'ured people of positions of authority and 
influence. We have in mind the pattern of action first called for by 
Araerican negro extremists. 

3. Wo conclude that: 

(a) Black Po-wer feeds on the vride range of negro social, economic 

and racial disabilities in the United States which it wdll 
take many years to remove. Though there is little likelihood 
of Black Povrer assuming major proportions in American politics, 
Black Power leaders v/ill do all they can to exploit and perhaps 
provoke urban disorders (paragraphs 

(b) Black Power advocates have so far made little headfiray among 

coloured people in Britain and seem unlikely to do so in 
the next few years (para.graphs 12--21); 
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(c) in the 1970s, however. British-horn coloured school leavers 

will form a sizeable proportion of the young community in 
several major industrial areas, and if they are denied 
equality of treatment vfill form educated and frustrated 
minority groups upon vdiich a Black Poyjbt movement could 
base Itself (paragraph 22); 

(d) Black Power has made little impact in Conxmonv;ealth Caribbean 

countries, where its message is largely irv'elevant. But 
in many of them social and economic discontent is rife, and 
the aj)parently successful use of violence in the USA to 
highlight poverty and social disability may increasingly 
tempt extremist opposition lea.ders in Caribbean Commonwealth 
countries to adopt similar methods, even where there are 
black governments (paragraxjhs 24-34 ); 

(e) Black Povrer is unlikely to develop into a coherent 

international movement (paragraph 36); 

(f) though communists will be alert to chances of exploiting 

the subversive x^ossibilities offered by Black Po\7er, the 
Moscow-oriented parties will fight shy of any deliberate 
involvement in the movement. But Peking-oriented 
communists v/ill no doubt continue to make play vj-ith the 
ana,logies betv/een Maoist and Black Pov^er tactics of 
fomenting revolution (paragraphs 37-41). 


Cabinet Office, S.W.1 
oth February, I 968 , 




Our h'ef.: Pol ? PO-b-UO (^0)/pP/KEC 
Your Ref.: 


l6th Woveiiibery 196? 

Hr. Hnicr-J 

Thank you for your letter of 13th hoveiiiber, 

The O’J.S teain, who are res‘onsible for such m^tters^ a’^’e nov/ 
enra.aed ai tlie first cireft of the Jj C paper on BLACK ' O' ER, 

This will be ha sea on contributions (as available) froin 
relevant JIC .lember departments. In tbi.s instance they have, 
as -'ou ]-ao'.'p also as]c;0d for a Hoia'; OffL'ie co itribiit-'on^ wid ch 
yoa have ui -dp;- })rovided for them and I nave no doubt that 
tl'is will be bed in the J.1C caper* 

y, (}ur .'a^vr ^thou^!;h primarily intended fo^- our ov-n 

ses) :;0S been j^ade available to the JIS to provide a 
collated and assessed account of currently available security 
Intellipence on the subject of BLACK bCbBih Our ■''•r'er is not 
intended to be a ccaiprehensive review of the whole sibject 
whici; involves roiitical. socioloyioal and other f :otors 
wh'’ch are }r;t ibe o.ii‘ect cov.O',..rn o:^ this servi-e. 
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, .. Black Po'/rer. I am sorry 
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I have now read Mrt III of the ptper c®i Black Power 
which ¥fe discttssed at the JIO »@etlng on aand ^ptasber. I 
think the imrticalar point whi<A I it*a@ at the Meeting oar be 
covered by adding a paragraph at the end on th© following 
linesj- 


*♦22. In the longer* ter® a different sitaaticm my arise, 
fhe 1970® will see emerging fro® the school® la&ny coloured 
youngsters who will be entirely the product of our own 
©ducatioiial system and emipmmmtf speaking with local 
aseente and largely indietlaguiahshle from their F/hite 
coatsfflporarles except by th© colour of th©lr akin. 

Because iBaigranta have settled in not sore than about 
60 of our towne and cities, these “coloured English men and 
women" will for® & alzeabie proportion of the young 
cosfaunity In each area, Unlike their parents they will 
expect full equality of treatment, Jobs appx*oprlat© to 
their skills and the opportunity to buy decent houses. 

If these are denied them through prejudice they will fora 
educated and frustrated minority grou^ unable to break out 
of their substandard ©nvironsent and may turn In on theaselves 
in opposition to the white cc^simity, ISuch groups, quite 
apart fross being obvious targets for coaisunist subversion, 
raay spontaneously develop pro black and anti white attitudes 
which, evsa u-ithout outside influences, could tun:i into soiae 
foPK oi Black Power movement which would threaten the 
stability of society in certain aa^or industrial areac." 

I a® sending a copy of this letter to Srs. Ohanoe. 


Oresn, hbe., 
Cabinet Office. 


C1.?,A, Hoyard-Braho) 










